
PARKS & RECREATION ADVISORY COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

Thursday, April 15, 2021 
 
                                                                                                                                       
The Stafford County Parks & Recreation Advisory Commission held its regular monthly meeting 
Thursday, April 15, 2021, at The George L. Gordon, Jr., Government Center.  The meeting was called 
to order at 7 PM by Jay Rucker. 
 
SILENT ROLL CALL 
 
                           Absent    Absent 
Members          Present      Reported   Not Reported  Staff  Guests 
Vincent Applewhite P   Mike Morris    
Thomas Endler P   Judy Sokolowski  
Eric Futrell P   Beth Harris     
Price Jett   A  
David Osborne P 
Jay Rucker P 
William Young   A  
Bart Randall, PC P 
Susan Randall, SB P 
Voting members in bold 
  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 The minutes from the March meeting were unanimously approved. 
 
PRESENTATIONS BY PUBLIC 

 None. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

 Gymnastics Overview (Beth Harris, Recreation Manager) 
  Beth Harris presented a PowerPoint of the recreational and competitive gymnastics programs.  

Classes are running at reduced capacity because of Covid restrictions, and waiting lists abound.  
Staff has become very creative in distancing and cleaning before, during, and after classes. 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 Email Update 
  Mike Morris reminded Commissioners of their option to obtain a Stafford County email, and if 

they are interested, to send their completed form to Judy Sokolowski. 
 
LIAISON REPORTS 

 Planning Commission Liaison (Bart Randall) 
o Approved a Verizon tower at the VFW on Mountain View Road 
o Minor amendment made to a proffer for the Garrisonville Road movie theater 
o Approximately 400 1-2 bedroom apartments/condos will be built off Garrisonville 
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Road to appeal to younger adults, with estimated .27 kids/unit 
 

 School Board Liaison (Susan Randall) 
o Schools are piloting four-days-a-week in-person classes; there are still a lot of 

kids/families learning from their homes 
o By Tuesday, 4/20, all schools will have in-person classes four days each week with 3’ 

distancing 
o A plan for fall will be released on 4/27 for five-days-a-week, full-day, in-person 

classes; schools must also offer virtual options per the Governor’s Order 
o Summer learning starts right after the end of the school year 
o Spring sports are playing; participation numbers are good 

 
COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS 

 Eric Futrell, who sits on the Rappahannock Swim League, asked if there are any restrictions on 
Lenzi and Woodlands Pool opening?  Mike Morris said we can to 70-75% capacity and are 
awaiting the restrictions to be lifted.  Mr. Futrell also asked for the basketball hoop nets at 
Brooks Park be replaced. 

 Vincent Applewhite asked for a light show update.  (Included in the Director’s Report.)   
 Jay Rucker asked how many outdoor basketball courts were in Stafford?  He mentioned two 

courts each at Brooks and Pratt Parks; were there any at schools?  Ms. Randall said there were 
four hoops at Margaret Brent Elementary School.  The Commission said they would like to see 
more.  Mr. Applewhite also asked for an inventory assessment of outdoor basketball courts in 
the County and asked this topic be added under New Business at the next meeting. 

 David Osborne asked if members received the calendar invitation he sent regarding a 
CyberByte function to be held Friday, 4/16/21 at 5:30 PM?  He said this would be an 
opportunity for sponsorship networking. 

 
STAFF REPORTS 

 No questions. 
 
DIRECTOR'S REPORT (Mike Morris) 

 Budget:  County Administration proposed a $1.01 tax rate; the Board of Supervisors (BOS) 
initially said they wanted 98 cents, and afterwards requested another reduction to 97 cents.  
Therefore, there will be no funding for a light show 

 The BOS requested parking fees be charged at Historic Port of Falmouth (HPOF) and Aquia 
Landing of $15/car/day and $10/person/season for fishing at Two Stones.  A resolution to 
request a public hearing is on the BOS’ agenda for 4/20/21; if approved, the public hearing will 
be held on 5/4/21. 

 The BOS approved a fireworks show to be held at Pratt Park on 7/4/21. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting adjourned at 8:25 PM. 
 
:jls 
 
Minutes approved 5/20/21. 


